
 

EMERGENCE OF IMU 

In October 1991, the Government of India 

appointed a Committee on Maritime Education 

and Training COMET; under the Chairmanship of 

Dr. C.P.Srivatsava - Ex-Secretary General of IMO 

to study the status of marine training institutions 

and give recommendations. The Committee 

made the recommendation for formation of 

Indian Maritime University. Efforts were taken 

by the Department of Shipping, Ministry of Road 

Transport and Highways to make the 

recommendations a reality. 

After an arduous effort, an Act was passed in the 

Parliament on 12th November 2008, to establish 

Indian Maritime University (IMU) with its 

headquarters at Chennai and regional campuses 

at Chennai, Mumbai, Kolkata and 

Visakhapatnam. The University was to be a 

teaching and affiliating University. The 

University will play a vital role in developing and 

offering wide range of education courses leading 

to the award of Degree, Post Graduate Degree 

and Ph.D. in various disciplines of the maritime 

industry besides the present. Training courses to 

be offered to the port and merchant navy 

personnel and infuse quality in standards in the 

curriculum and syllabus of the existing courses. 

Further, the courses offered would be of both in 

campus and also through distance learning. The 

University will give adequate focus on applied 

research which is virtually non-existent at 

present in the maritime sector in the country. 

The University would enter into possible 

collaborations with leading maritime 

universities/institutions in the world and also 

with premier National Academic and Research 

Institutions such as IlTs, IlMs etc. 
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IMU NAVI MUMBAI CAMPUS 

There were 7 renowned legacy Teaching or 

Research institutes under the Ministry of 

Shipping, and these were subsumed under the 

Indian Maritime University in November 2008. 

The 3 institutes in Mumbai, namely, the Training 

Ship Chanakya, the Lal Bahadur Shastri College 

of Advanced Maritime Studies & Research, and 

the Marine Engineering Research Institute 

became the Mumbai Campus of the Indian 

Maritime University. The 2 institutes in Kolkata, 

namely, the Marine Engineering Research 

Institute and the Indian Institute of Port 

Management became the Kolkata Campus of the 

University. The National Ship Design and 

Research Centre in Visakhapatnam and the 

National Maritime Academy in Chennai became 

the Visakhapatnam and Chennai Campuses 

respectively of the University. Post-November 

2008, Kochi Campus was set up in 2009. The 

University also has 18 Affiliated Institutes. 
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Methane Pioneer was the first oceangoing liquified 

natural gas tanker in the world. Built in 1945 as a cargo 

ship named Marline Hitch, the vessel was renamed Don 

Aurelio and Nomarti before being rebuilt in 1958 for the 

purpose of transporting LNG and operated between 1959 

and 1972. On January 25th 1959, the MV Methane Pioneer 

left the Calcasieu River with World’s first ocean going LNG 

and sailed to the UK where LNG is delivered. 
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In February 1931, the first container ship in the 

world was launched; the Autocarrier, owned by 

Southern Railway UK. It had 21 slots for containers of 

Southern Railway. The earliest container ships after the 

Second World War were converted oil tankers, built up 

from surplus T2 tankers after World War II. 
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World Maritime Day was celebrated for the first time on March 

17, 1978. During World Maritime Day, public attention is drawn to 

maritime safety and the marine environment, as well as IMO 

initiatives in a particular area. The main objective of the IMO is to 

focus on areas such as safety, environmental issues, legal issues, 

technical cooperation, maritime safety and maritime efficiency. 
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T.S.'RAJENDRA' 

 The Vice-President of India, Shri G.S. 

Pathak, inaugurated the new training 

ship on 16th April 1972. 
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ShipBuild India Expo Summit 2022 shall be India’s 

first of its kind live-cum-virtual shipping & marine 

exhibition and conference experience, scheduled to 

take place from May 11 to 13, 2022 at Bombay 

Exhibition Centre, Goregaon East, Mumbai, India. 

Powered by Blue Economy Event Series, an Oceantrade 

Media’s intellectual property. 
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The Day of Seafarer is celebrated on June 25. 

The day is celebrated by the International 

Maritime Organisation and also by other 

international organisations recognizing the 

invaluable contribution seafarers make to 

international trade and the world economy, 

often at great personal cost to themselves and 

their families. 
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MV Kairali was a bulk carrier, owned by 

Kerala Shipping Corporation (KSC). She 

disappeared with her crew of 49 and 20,000 

tonnes of iron ore on 3 July 1979 while 

sailing from Margao, India to Rostock, 

Germany, via Djibouti. There were 

communications from and to the ship on 1st, 

2nd, and 3 July 1979 through the Bombay. 
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The American-built waterway across the 

Isthmus of Panama, connecting the Atlantic 

and Pacific oceans, is inaugurated in August 15 

1914, with the passage of the U.S. vessel 

Ancon, a cargo and passenger ship. the largest 

construction projects of all time, U.S. 

engineers moved nearly 240 million cubic 

yards of earth and spent close to $400 million 

in constructing the 40-mile-long Panama 

Canal. 
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In September 1949, the Directorate General 

of Shipping with its Headquarters at Bombay 

was established. The Directorate General of 

Shipping is an attached office of the Ministry of 

Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India 

and deals with all executive matters, relating to 

merchant shipping. The Directorate deals with 

implementation of shipping policy and 

legislation so as to ensure the safety of life and 

ships at sea, prevention of marine pollution, 

promotion of maritime education and training 

in co-ordination with the International 

Maritime Organisation, regulation of 

employment and welfare of seamen, 

examination and certification of Merchant 

Navy Officers. 

‘New technologies for greener shipping' 

have been chosen as the World 

Maritime theme for 2022, reflecting the 

need to support a green transition of 

the maritime sector into a sustainable 

future, while leaving no one behind. 
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The Shipping Corporation of India was established on 

October 2nd, 1961, by the amalgamation of Eastern 

Shipping Corporation and Western Shipping Corporation. 

Starting out as a marginal Liner shipping Company with just 

19 vessels, the SCI has today evolved into the largest Indian 

shipping Company. The SCI also has substantial interests in 

various segments of the shipping trade. SCI’s owned fleet 

includes Bulk carriers, Crude oil tankers, Product tankers, 

Container vessels, Passenger-cum-Cargo vessels, LPG and 

Offshore Supply Vessels. 
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The Indian Maritime University (IMU) was established as a 

Central University through an Act of Parliament (Act 22) in 

November 2008, under the aegis of the Ministry of Shipping, 

Government of India. It is a teaching cum affiliating University, with 

its headquarters in Chennai and six regional campuses in Chennai, 

Mumbai, Kolkata and Visakhapatnam. It also has 18 affiliated 

institutes. The University is a member of the International 

Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU), an association 

dedicated to the enhancement of global Maritime excellence. 
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Navy Day in India is celebrated on 4 December 

every year to recognize the achievements and 

role of the Indian Navy to the country. 4 

December was chosen as on that day in 1971, 

during Operation Trident, the Indian Navy sank 

four Pakistani vessels including PNS Khaibar, 

killing hundreds of Pakistani Navy personnel. On 

this day, those killed in the Indo-Pakistan War of 

1971 are also remembered. 


